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Latinoamericana de Produccion Animal (ALPA, Latin American As-
sociation of Animal Production), Danubian Countries Alliance for Gene
Conservation in Animal Species, Inter-African Bureau for Animal Re-
sources (IBAR) of the Organization of African Unity (OAU), and SABRAO
as well as Arabic and Nordic countries. The United Nations Environ-
ment Program (UNEP), United Nations Educational, Scientific, and
Cultural Organization, World Conservation Union (IUCN), and World
Resources Institute, also have indicated their interest.

Various conferences and studies have addressed managing and
conserving livestock genetic resources and have contributed to an
increasing awareness of the issues involved (Henson, 1992; Hodges,
1991). Early references to animal conservation were made at a 1959
symposium on germplasm (Hodgson, 1961) and at a 1964 poultry con-
ference (European Poultry Conference, 1964). The need for concerted
conservation action for livestock genetic resources has been discussed
in a variety of forums. A continuing global forum on genetic 'resources
has been organized since 1974 under the International Committee for
World Congresses on Genetics Applied to Livestock Production.

Livestock genetic resources are also on the agenda of the United
Nations Development Program and the World Bank, and they were
included within biological diversity at the United Nations Confer-
ence on Environment and Development (UNCED) in Brazil in June
1992. The issue is scheduled as a major topic at the 1993 World
Conference on Animal Production, to be held in Canada. In addition,
an international nongovernmental organization, Rare Breeds Interna-
tional (RBI), was created in 1991 in Budapest, Hungary, with private
and governmental conservation organizations from 30 countries as
members. Although FAO is primarily interested in conservation ef-
forts in the developing world, it has expressed interest in coordinat-
ing efforts with RBI for developed countries.

Efforts on a Global Level

The growing international awareness of a deteriorating global
environment in the early 1970s led to a United Nations conference on
the environment and to the creation of the UNEP (Hodges, 1991).
The FAO was one of the first specialized agencies of the United Na-
tions to join with the newly established UNEP in formulating projects
that addressed the need for development and conservation. Thus, in
1973, FAO started a pilot program with UNEP to conserve animal
genetic resources (Office of Technology Assessment, 1987). Prelimi-
nary inventories of endangered livestock populations indicated the
need for further action, but it soon became clear that activity on a